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tions from several friends, especially young men, to publish the Eng
lish edition also, and I have bowed to their command
I am neither an author nor a historian, but am a humble student
of current events like all other journalists, and my book is just a
student s version of the secrets of Japan s phenomenal rise I have
simply performed the task of a bee that collects the juice from
flowers and presents it as honey to the world The frame work m
the book is mine, but I have clothed it with the best of materials
available (A selected list of books on Japan, which I found useful
is appended at the end of the book )
I must confess that my book only presents the rosy picture of Japan,
since my name is connected with roses,and my aim is to present what
is best in Japan to my people, so that they may emulate the virtues
of the people of Japan in order to regain India s place in the world
Japan is by no means an ideal paradise on earth She has her own
drawbacks, like other countries No country is perfect, as no human
being is perfect It is very easy to dig holes in any corner of the
world and if a jaundiced author of the type of Miss Mayo, (called
Drain Inspector by Mahatma Gandhi) visits Japan, she can paint
Japan in the darkest colours To a wicked person, the whole world
seems wicked and Satanic, says an old Sanskrit proverb, and I find
that it holds true in the case of Japan too, because I have met several
people who can see nothing bright in Japan and denounce her right
and left I can only pity the mentality of such people, which is
devoid of appreciating anything good I am not a blind admirer of
Japan and things Japanese, but my sole purpose in writing this book
is to depict the bright side of Japan, which may help us to learn
some practical lessons to rebuild our nation
We do not want a monarchy in India, but who can deny that other
secrets of Japan, if followed by us, will make us a great nation ?
The readers will note that a special feature of my book is complete
absence of political controversies I have not deliberately touched the
intricate problems, such as Japan s relations with America, Russia and